NERRS and the BP Oil Spill

Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Reaches Reserve 

The first patch of oil to reach the reserve was detected on Saturday, June 12th. A two-acre patch of sheen and small patches of the gooey, peanut butter-like, weathered oil was spotted along the MS/AL state line near the mouth of Bayou Heron, Middle Bay and Barton Island, AL. Secondary booms have now been secured in order to try and stop the progression of the oil farther up the bayou. 

Up until this time, the staff of the Reserve had been actively involved in working to protect our natural and cultural resources in the aftermath of the oil spill which initially occurred on April 20th over 100 miles away. We have been working with other representatives of the Department of Marine Resources and the Department of Environmental Quality to have protective boom placed at strategic locations across the Reserve. Several miles of booms have been put in place to help protect the waterways and wetlands of the Reserve from the oil. 





Since the beginning of the spill, researchers have gathered baseline samples and documented many of our most critical coastal resources including seagrass beds, oyster reefs, bays, bayous and salt marshes. These samples will be used to help determine any potential impacts from the oil. Additionally, low-level, aerial photographs have been taken to document the current conditions and the placement of booms at the Reserve. Please click here to view some of these photos. 

NOTICE TO BOATERS: All waters within the Reserve are currently open to the public, but some waterways may be blocked by booms. Please do not jeopardize your safety or the effectiveness of these booms by crossing over them. 

NOTICE TO FISHERMEN: All tidal waters of the Reserve are closed to all commercial and recreational fishing including the harvesting of finfish, crabs, shrimp and oysters. Please contact the NERR (228-475-7047) or Dept. of Marine Resources (228-374-5000) for updates. 

For more information regarding the spill please click here. 

Important Numbers: 

If you detect oil, please make note of your location and leave the area. Call 866.448.5816 to report the oil. 

To report oiled wildlife, call 800.557.1401. Do not attempt to handle the wildlife. 

To report a stranded marine mammal or sea turtle call 888.767.3657. Do not attempt to handle the animal. 

To report a boom-related issue, call 866.448.5816 

Our national friends group, NERRA, is raising money to assist in estuarine oil spill response and education. If you would like to help, go to http://www.nerra.org/pageid/170/default.aspx 

Other Links of Interest: 
http://www.dmr.state.ms.us/DMR/oil-spill.htm 
http://www.fws.gov/home/dhoilspill/ 

Oil from Gulf of Mexico spill not hitting Jackson County shores -- for now June 6, 2010
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(Joshua Dahl/Correspondent)Dave Ruple, reserve manager, shows where booms have been placed outside of the reserve at the Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Moss Point, MS on Friday, May 7, 2010. Ruple said on Saturday that only two small tarballs have been found at the reserve so far, and there have been no reports of oiled wildlife. PASCAGOULA, Miss. -- Officials said Saturday that oil from the Deepwater Horizon rig that exploded April 20 about 100 miles south of Pascagoula remains away from the Mississippi Coast for now.

"It's getting better, as far as Mississippi is concerned, every day," said Bill Walker, executive director of the state Department of Marine Resources. 

Wind continues to push oil toward Alabama and Florida shores, he noted. During a flyover of the spill site and coast on Saturday, Walker said he didn't notice anything of significance on the barrier islands off the Mississippi Coast.

At the Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Moss Point, there had been no reports of oiled wildlife as of Saturday afternoon, according to David Ruple, reserve manager. Reserve workers found a walnut-sized tarball on Pointe Aux Chenes Bay on Friday, and a smaller one a little earlier in the week, Ruple said.

"It's very difficult to look because most of the shorelines are covered in vegetation," Ruple said. Still, he said, he is thankful that the reserve hasn't been inundated with oil.

The bulk of the oil was 80 to 85 miles south of Gulfport on Saturday, Walker said. He said one of the National Guardsman on the flight spotted "a little bit" of orange coloration about 15 miles south of the west end of Dauphin Island.

http://blog.gulflive.com/mississippi-press-news/2010/06/mississippi_oil_spill_notebook.html
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

The oil spill in the northern Gulf of Mexico is on the minds of many people, including staff and Friends of the Rookery Bay Reserve. The United States Coast Guard and the Minerals Management Service are taking the lead on the Gulfwide oil spill response and in Florida the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will be the lead for our state.

For information about the spill: 
www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com 

Official Florida DEP response site:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/deepwaterhorizon/default.htm 

Trustworthy science information on the spill from Sea Grant: http://gulfseagrant.tamu.edu/oilspill/index.htm 

Federal National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration web page with daily updates on the spill: http://response.restoration.noaa.gov 

Previous NERR Oil Spill

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/magazine/2006/02/article2.html
Coastal Services, March/April 2006



Oil Spills: 

Preparing For The Worst In Oregon
On February 4, 1999, the most serious oil spill in Oregon’s recent history occurred when the 639-foot freighter called the New Carissa ran aground about 150 yards off a stretch of remote beach three miles north of Coos Bay. Over the next 106 days, as salvage operations were hindered by severe winter storms, the New Carissa would leak between 70,000 and 140,000 gallons of oil, killing about 3,100 shorebirds and seabirds. 
Links to Lesson Plans
http://www.educ.drake.edu/sci_ed/elem_sci/environ/Oil%20Spill%20Cleanup/teacher_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.educ.drake.edu/sci_ed/elem_sci/environ/Oil%20Spills/day_2_lesson_plan.htm
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/14/g35/dawnducks.html
